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world will have the strength and the wisdom to enslave
the tyrant with his reputation for invincibility. Con-
cord among the Continental nations alone can save
Europe and the world. Who knows ? Perhaps the day
is near." There were other weekly and daily news-
papers which also carried on an undercurrent of anti-
British propaganda, such as Candide, Je Suis Partout, Le
Jour, Action Frangaise, and, on occasions, Le Matin.
The Germans probably realized that no result would
have been achieved if France and England had had some
success, but they made a shrewd guess that it would be
otherwise if there should be a series of defeats, and they
were counting on these defeats. It was, therefore,
especially important that the French morale should have
been kept up by a series of attacks, immediately after the
declaration of war and throughout those eight months,
when the Germans did not take the initiative. Many,
who had long wanted firm action with regard to Ger-
many, Italy and Japan, made the mistake of thinking that
once Britain and France had taken the plunge and had
declared war, everything would change and the Allies
would take aggressive action. But the old mentality
was too deep-rooted. Britain cannot be absolved from
blame. Even though it may be true that she sent to
France the quota of troops, for which the General Staff
had asked, namely eleven divisions, she should have
realized that the French were deceived about the im-
pregnability of their defence line, and that they would
need more British troops when the big attack came.
The British Government must have known that the